Fair Trade – Local Trade
Somerset was the first county to achieve Fairtrade status.  Since then, schools, communities and churches have embraced the principles of Fairtrade and taken steps to engage more people with the Fairtrade movement.  GLADE has been instrumental in this work since 2003, working at a local level with schools, and at a national level with the Fairtrade Foundation in the development of the acclaimed Fairtrade School Award.  The Fairtrade Foundation has Awards to recognise commitment to, and action on, fair-trade including churches, schools and towns.

Being a rural county, some communities in Somerset are supportive of local trade but not fair-trade, and vice versa.  The core aim of the GLADE project, funded by the Co-operative Community Development Fund, is to enable GLADE to work with a small group of towns, schools and community groups/churches to bring a more joined-up approach to fair-trade and local trade movements in Somerset.

The project will help deliver to an identified requirement of the different Fairtrade Awards:

· Fairtrade Schools Award – Goal 4:  The school takes action and promotes fair-trade in the school and local community

· Fairtrade Towns Award – Goal 4:  Events to raise awareness of fair-trade across the community

· Fairtrade Churches Award – Goal 3:  Promote fair-trade during the year through events, worship and other activity.

Somerset is a rural community, with a higher than average proportion of the population working in agriculture.  GLADE is planning to work with a group of three rural market towns to highlight the connections between farmers involved in Fairtrade co-operatives and farmers in our own county.  

One aspect of learning in which GLADE has considerable experience is the ability to bring local relevance to global issues.  It is this skill that GLADE will bring to this project, with the aim of increasing understanding of fair-trade and local trade in the three towns and providing opportunities for advocacy and action.  The involvement of local schools will enhance the prospects of engaging local communities in action and learning.

The programme will include:

· Workshops to bring school and community members together to find out more about the connections between the issues of trade and social justice that face local farmers in Somerset and farmers participating in fair-trade co-operatives overseas
· Facilitation of an ‘involving communities’ event that brings schools and their communities together around the issue of making more visible the connections between fair-trade and local trade.  As part of this, participating schools and their communities will make a commitment to ongoing advocacy and action for a more just approach to trade at a local and global level

· A dissemination event to share more widely the ‘involving communities’ activities in the 3 market towns and their schools , demonstrating connections between local trade and fair-trade. 

